
LEAVING THE EU

There are alleged ‘breaches of 
international law’ and a vote on the 
proposed Internal Markets Bill to 
alter the Withdrawal Agreement 
signed in December 2019. With this 
backdrop, there has been a flurry 
of information bulletins urging 
businesses to ensure that they  
have taken all necessary steps to 
trade inside and outside the UK, 
and with Northern Ireland from  
1 January 2021.

For leisure vehicle businesses – 
manufacturers, suppliers, service 
providers and dealerships – here is a 
reminder of some of the key points 
to consider ahead of the deadline:

NOTE: An electronic version of 
this article is posted on http://
leisurevehicleshub.co.uk/ (search 
Brexit) where there are live links 
to the Government guidance.  

Placing a product on the 
market after 1 January 2021

See https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
placing-manufactured-goods-on-
the-market-in-great-britain-from-1-
january-2021.

For vehicle manufactures 
from 1 January 2021
• type-approvals on vehicles 

issued in the UK will no longer 
be valid for sales or registrations 
on the EU market

• European Community 
type-approvals (EC type-
approvals) issued on vehicles in 
the UK will no longer be valid for 
sales or registrations on the EU 
market

• EC type-approvals issued on 

vehicles outside of the UK, will 
no longer be automatically 
accepted to enable the vehicle to 
be registered for use in the UK.
The UK will continue to recognise 

United Nations  
Economic Commission for Europe 
(UN-ECE) approvals for systems  
and components for the 
foreseeable future, and the EU will 
continue to recognise UN-ECE 
approvals issued by the UK.

The Vehicle Certification Agency 
(VCA) will remain a technical service 
and type-approval authority for UK 
and UN-ECE type-approvals.

Existing vehicle and 
component type-approvals

To place vehicles (products) on the 
UK market from 1 January 2021, 
manufacturers will need to obtain 
a provisional UK type-approval 
which will be valid for two years 
from the date of issue.  It will need 
to be converted into a full UK type-
approval during this period or it 
will become invalid.  It is expected 
that legislation to allow the VCA to 
convert provisional type-approvals 
into full type-approvals will be in 

place during 2021. 
EC type-approvals will no 

longer be valid for this purpose, 
unless the vehicle was already 
type approved and in the UK on 
or before 31 December 2020.  For 
more information see http://
leisurevehicleshub.co.uk/    

Using the UKCA mark from  
1 January 2021 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-
the-ukca-mark-from-1-january-2021

The UKCA (UK Conformity 
Assessed) marking is a new UK 
product marking that will be used 
for goods being placed on the 
market in Great Britain (England, 
Wales and Scotland). 

It covers most goods which 
previously required the CE marking 
and demonstrated conformity with 
the requirements for CE marking 
for those products that previously 
traded on the single market in 
the European Economic Area 
(EEA).  There is separate guidance 
relating to goods to be placed 
on the Northern Ireland market 
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/moving-goods-under-
the-northern-ireland-protocol

Selling goods in  
Great Britain

From 1 January 2021 
manufacturers will need to use 
the new UKCA marking if the 
products:
• Are for the market in GB
• Are covered by legislation which 

requires the UKCA mark
• Require mandatory third-party 

conformity assessment and the

• Conformity assessment has 
been carried out by and the 
details remain with an UK 
conformity assessment body 

However, for goods that are ready 
to place on the GB market before  
1 January 2021 these can still be sold 
with a CE marking even if covered 
by a certificate of conformity issued 
by a UK body. 

There are new rules for vehicle 
type approval from 1 January 2021 – 
see p24-25.

 Selling goods in the EU
The UKCA mark will not be 
recognized on the EU market.  For 
products that require a CE mark, 
this will continue after 1 January 
2021. 

Product areas covered by UKCA 
marking include gas appliances, 
low voltage electrical equipment 
and machinery.  For more details 
visit https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
using-the-ukca-mark-from-1-
january-2021 

Conformity assessment 
bodies: change of status from  
1 January 2021

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
conformity-assessment-bodies-
change-of-status-from-1-
january-2021 
From 1 January 2021, there will be a 
domestic legal framework that will 
allow UK conformity assessment 
bodies to continue operating for 
most products being placed on the 
GB market.

The new UK legal framework 
and the technical requirements for 

becoming a UK approved body or 
a UK-recognised RTPO, UI or TAB 
will be broadly the same as they are 
now.

EU notified bodies are required 
to share information with UK 
approved bodies when requested 
by a certificate holder, and UK 
approved bodies should do the 
same with EU notified bodies. This 
will help facilitate the issuing of new 
certificates of conformity, where 
needed, without the need to repeat 
the entire certification process.

UK trade tariffs
https://www.gov.uk/check-tariffs-1-
january-2021

From 1 January 2021 the UK 
will apply a UK-specific tariff to 
imported goods.

The UK Global Tariff will replace 
the EU Common External Tariff 
which applies until 31 December 
2020.

The UKGT will apply to all goods 
imported into the UK unless:
• an exception applies, such as a 

relief or tariff suspension https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/duty-
suspensions-and-tariff-quotas

• the goods come from countries 
that are part of the Generalised 
Scheme of Preferences https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-
with-developing-nations-during-
and-after-the-transition-period

• the country you’re importing 
from has a trade agreement 
with the UK https://www.gov.uk/
guidance/uk-trade-agreements-
with-non-eu-countries e.g. Japan 
which was announced on 11 
September 2020. 

Brexit: transition or transgression? 
             15 weeks and counting…

It only shows the tariffs that will 
be applied to goods at the border 
when they’re imported into the UK.

Use the UKGT https://www.gov.
uk/check-tariffs-1-january-2021  
tool to check the tariffs that will 
apply to goods imported from  
1 January 2021.  

To use the service make sure 
you have access either to the 
commodity code https://www.gov.
uk/guidance/finding-commodity-
codes-for-imports-or-exports or 
description of your product. Code 
which may be of interest to our 
industry include:
• vehicles designed for the 

transport of people and goods 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
classifying-vehicles#vehicles-
designed-for-the-transport-of-
people-and-goods

• parts or accessories of vehicles 
and incomplete or unfinished 
vehicles https://www.gov.uk/
guidance/classifying-vehicles

• audio and video equipment, 
ceramics, electric lamps, iron and 
steel, organic chemicals, plastics 
and wood https://www.gov.uk/
guidance/finding-commodity-
codes-for-imports-or-exports 

• Caravans, motorised i.e. caravans/
motorhomes – commodity code 
heading 8703, common external 
tariff 10% – UK Global Tariff 10% – 
no change. 

See https://www.trade-tariff.service.
gov.uk/chapters/87

This is a complex piece of 
guidance and members are 
recommended to seek advice from 
their local HMRC office.
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